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General  Funds 

Balance  As  Of  December  6,  2009 

Receipts 

Member  Dues  $437.50 

Book  Sale  (1)  34.00 

Total  Receipts  $471.50  $471.50 


Subtotal 


Expenses 

Ck#  1538  Robert  Newhouse 


Kinko’s 

$123.94 

Graphics 

75.00 

Stamps 

88.00 

Misc  Postage 

3.50 

Translation  fee  50.00 

Total  LL  #246 

$340.44 

Ck#  1539  FUN  Dues 

13.68 

Total  Expenses 

$354.12 

$354.12 


Balance  As  Of  February  5,  2010 

Book  sale  Escrow  Fund 
Balance  Available  to  LTS 

Permanent  Fund  Captital  One  Bank,  Denham  Springs,  LA 

NEW  MEMBERS  Total  Members  -  164 

2042  Russell  M.  Frank 
Cary,  NC  27513 


$4,222.96 


$4,694.46 


$4,340.34 

-$610.00 

$3,700.34 

$1,418.00 

Secretary /  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


2043  Tara  Falch 

Mililanai,HI  96789 

2044  Joan  Caraben 

San  Antonio,  TX  78210 

As  people  learn  that  I  collect  love  tokens,  and  as  they  learn  ABOUT  them,  they 
ask  me  to  find  certain  initials.  These  are  some  that  I’m  looking  for:  AA.K,  AA.L, 
CJB,  WHT,  VPC,  MLP,  RRJVI,  SAM,  TBM  —  or  just  the  first  and  last  letters. 

Ernie  Turnes  (contact  info  on  front  page) 


Notes  From  The  Secretary  /  Treasurer  -  Sid  Gale 

Annual  Dues 

Annual  Dues  are  due  January  1 ,  2010.  I  request  you  send  your  $1 2.50  dues  when  you  receive  this  Newsletter.  Dues  for 
many  of  you  have  already  been  paid.  If  you  are  not  sure  about  yours  call  225-664-07 1 8  or  email  me  at  sidgale@cox. 
net.  Send  payment  to:  Sid  Gale,  P.O.  Box  2351,  Denham  Springs,  La.  70727.  Thankyou  —  it  saves 
a  lot  of  time  and  postage. 

Books  For  Sale 

/  still  have  some  of  Uoyd  Entenmann’s  book,  “Eove  Tokens  as  Engraved  Coins” for  sale.  One  book  will  be  made 
available  to  current  members  of  the  Eove  Token  Society  at  a  special  price  -  $ 34.00  postpaid.  Please  call  225-664-0718 
to  order  one. 
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Fun  Show  in  Review 


Pickings  at  the  FUN  show  were  slimmer  this 
year,  but  I  did  get  there  the  second  day.  A  casual 
meedng  took  place  on  Friday  and  there  was  mutual 
agreement  with  my  review  of  the  show.  For  the 
most  part,  either  the  quality  of  love  tokens  were  poor 
or  they  were  gravely  overpriced.  It  was  one  of  our 
members  that  had  the  best  selection  and  fair  prices. 

It  seems  that  there  are  fewer  token  dealers 
setting  up  at  FUN,  whether  it  be  high  bourse  fees,  the 

economy,  or  ebay _ I  am  not  sure.  Other  dealers  are 

stepping  in  and  trying  their  hand  at  love  tokens  and 
either  they  do  not  know  the  market  or  they  are  taking 
shots.  There  were  common  pictorials  of  birds  and 
landscapes,  with  dealers  wanting  $100  each.  These 
were  dimes  which  command  no  where  near  that 
price.  Common  initials  on  dimes  were  priced 
at  $25  to  $30  each  on  more  than  one  table 
Prices  were  frequently  two  to  three  times 
the  going  rate. 

Six  or  seven  people  attended  the 
meeting  and  just  about  everyone  knew 
each  other.  There  were  hellos  and  general 
socializing.  I  did  a  show  and  tell,  bringing 
with  me  some  nice  examples  of  forget- 
me-not  bracelets.  These  bracelets  were 
made  post  love  token  and  were  a  family 
memento  quite  similar  in  meaning  to  the 
earlier  love  token  bracelets.  Of  course 
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mine  were  hand  engraved,  although  not 
all  are.  Another  person  brought  love 
tokens  for  sale.  It  is  always  fun  to  look 
and  hopefully  find  some  to  buy. 

The  topic  of  member  participation 
came  up  for  the  Love  Letter,  a  task  Robert 
Newhouse  struggles  with  some  months.  Let’s  just  say 
we  would  like  to  ask  you  or  better,  urge  you  to  share 
your  collecting  with  us.  Members  make  the  club  and 


CtU  9H 

we  have  some  wonderful 
very  dedicated  long  term 
officers,  but  they  cannot 
do  everything.  Submitting 
items  to  the  Love  Letter 
can  be  as  simple  as  telling 
us  about  your  favorite  love 
token  or  a  new  purchase. 

I  proposed  that  someone 
volunteer  to  track  items  on  ebay  and 
supply  photos  with  prices  realized.  Some 
items  go  high  and  others  low,  it  is  the 
nature  of  auctions  just  depending  on 
who  and  how  many  are  bidding.  OHNS 
(Original  Hobo  Nickel  Society)  prints 
full  page  of  ebay  results  in 
many  of  their  newsletters 
\  and  it  is  quite  interesting, 
l  Some  people  do  not  have 
computers,  others  do  not  go  ^ 
on  ebay,  and  the  ones  that 
do  cannot  see  it  all.  Contact 
the  editor  if  you  would  like  to 
tackle  this  and  take  on  a  regular 
column. 

fci,  FUN  marks  the  end  of  one  year  and 
i  the  start  of  another.  If  you  did  not 
acquire  a  bunch  of  nice  love  tokens  last 
year,  then  there  is  always  the  hope  to 
H  do  so  this  year.  I  started  my  year  off 
HSif  at  FUN  and  found  a  nice  love  token 
appropriate  for  Valentine’s  Day.  It  is  a 
simple  heart  inside  a  fairly  elaborate  border 
and  was  made  from  an  early  Bust  half  dollar. 
Pictorials  on  halves  are  fairly  uncommon  (as  are 
Bust  halves)  and  hearts  are  perfect  representations 
of  love.  Hope  your  year  starts  off  as  well  and  please 
share  your  stories  too! 

J  Sincerely, 

Miss  l  me  Token 
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Puerto  Rican  “Love  Tokens” 

As  we  have  said,  our  colleague  Efrain  Archilla  is  in  constant  interest  for  collecting 
everything  relative  to  our  monetary  history,  and  has  been  able  to  acquire  five  (5)  pieces  that 
could  be  classified  as  “love  tokens”  (according  to  the  definition  given  before),  engraved  over 
provincial  Puerto  Rican  coins.  In  specific  two  (2)  ten-cent  coins,  one  (1)  forty-cents  coin,  and 
one  (1)  Puerto  Rican  dollar.  As  one  can  suppose,  although  mutilated  or  altered  due  to  the 
engraving  process,  these  pieces  can  be  considered  double  rare,  since  not  only  they  are  a  really 
unique  piece  (due  to  it’s  exclusive  and  personalized  engraving),  Especially  engraving  done  to  40 
cent  coins  or  provincial  dollars  their  denomination  makes  them  particularly  rare. 

Efrain  himself  was  explaining,  about  the  existence  of  these  pieces  in  his  delightful  and 
highly  missed  “gossip”  column: 

‘There  are  provincial  coins  warned  on  one  side,  particularly  the  obverse  side  and  engraved  with 
initials,  regiment  numbers,  dates,  and  even  county  names  and  places.  An  example  of  one  of  these  coins  was  a 
provincial  dollar,  recently  offered  by  a  North  American  businessman,  and  it  read  C  E  3  R IEL  V.  AUG 
1 1  1898,  or  E  Co,  3rd  Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteers.  This  piece  in  particular  was  not  cheap,  price  tag  was 
SSS3SSS,  it  sold  relatively  quickly;  because  by  the  time  we  call  to  inquire  about  it  was  not  available.  ” 

1  Efrain  Archilla-Diez.  “Gossip  and  Comradeship  Notes,”  published  monthly  in  the  PUERTO  RICO 
NUMANISTICO,  main  organ  for  the  Puerto  Rican  Numismatic  Society,  Vol.  XXIII,  Num.  March  3rd,  1998 


(See  front  page  coins) 


I  remember,  the  times  that  Efrain  use  to  bring  one  of  these  pieces  from  some  auction,  and  show 
them  off  with  joy  at  the  “Numismatica”  Society’s  social  gatherings,  in  a  certain  way  with  a  degree  of 
satisfaction  and  personal  pride  for  his  new  trophy.  In  the  bulletin  mentioned  above  our  friend  pointed  out 
his  intention  of  investigate  and  write  a  piece  about  this  interesting  subject:  “Thru  the  year  we  will  keep 
bringing  more  information  about  these  pieces  and  probably  even  write  something  for  Numiexpo  “98 
magazine.” 

Finally  Efrain  wrote  an  article  for  the  previous  mentioned  magazine,  but  it  was  dedicated  to  rear 
Admiral  William  T.  Sampson  rare  medals  associated  with  the  San  Juan  bombardment  on  May  the  12th, 
1898.  Sadly,  he  could  not  follow  up  on  this  subject  to  finish  his  piece.  Is  our  wish,  through  this  article,  to 
follow  up  on  Efrain’s  inconclusive  desire. 

(In  the  next  issue  of  the  Love  Letter)  Next,  we  will  briefly  present  each  of  these  five  (5)  pieces.  We 
will  describe  them  and  comment  as  far  as  we  can  speculate,  since  the  majority  of  these  coins  (with  the 
exception  of  the  40  cent  coin  and  the  provincial  dollar)  are  just  monograms  without  any  details  that 
can  facilitate  their  analysis.  This  is  also  typical  of  the  “love  tokens”  since  the  smallest  pieces  only  had 
space  for  a  few  letters  of  monograms  while  the  larger  sized  ones  (like  the  40  cent  coin  and  the  provincial 
dollar),  allow  them  to  include  more  information,  inscriptions  and  graphic  details.  For  the  purpose  of  this 
presentation  we  will  start  with  the  smallest  denominations  and  end  with  pieces  of  larger  sized. 

(to  be  continued  in  next  issue) 
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Surprising  as  it  may  be  to  hear,  the  coin  love  tokens  we  “Love  Token  Society” 
members  collect  and  cherish  are  not  the  only  love  tokens  around.  If  fact,  most  of  the  love 
tokens  I  collect  are  not  coins  at  all.  Ranging  from  parchment  to  glass  to  pottery  and  even  wood, 
my  collection  encompasses  all  manner  of  gifts  of  love,  with  my  special  focus  being  antique 
Valentines.  Our  mutual  interest  —  coins  as  gifts  of  love  and  affection  —  is  just  another  aspect 
of  my  very  broad  subject.  At  this  Valentine  season  I  would  like  to  share  some  of  my  collecting 
passion  with  you. 

From  the  first  generous  gift  of  a  lovely  leaf  or  feather  from  one  prehistoric  person  to 
another,  to  the  carved  petroglyphs,  which  might  have  marked  a  hunter’s  accomplishment,  we 
have  perpetuated  the  tradition  of  honoring  those  for  whom  we  hold  special  thoughts.  Using 
their  various  artistic  abilities,  human  beings  have  created  beautiful  objects  and  written  messages, 
which  might  better  convey  the  emotions,  they  felt,  and  which  were  so  wonderful  that  they 
were  saved  as  tender  treasures  themselves.  The  human  spirit  adores  the  concept  of  giving  and 
receiving,  and  gifts  of  love,  in  any  guise,  seem  to  have  certainly  been  an  important  part  of  our 
history.  In  a  period  when  life  was  short,  and  life  and  death  were  equally  significant,  time  was 
taken  to  commemorate  all  manner  of  events. 

For  hundreds  of  years,  Valentine’s  Day  has  been  a  time  for  friends  and  lovers  to 
exchange  thoughts  of  love.  Since  276  A.D.,  when  Valentinus  became  the  patron  Saint  of  lovers, 
and  his  name  was  affixed  to  the  Roman  festival  commemorating  the  Rites  of  Spring,  lovers,  like 
the  mating  birds,  have  chosen  partners  for  the  coming  year.  The  original  lottery  was  long  ago 
replaced,  but  messages  of  endearment,  gifts  and  sweet  poetry  have  been  customary  since  the  era 
of  Chaucer  and  Shakespeare,  who  referred  to  the  February  fourteenth  holiday  in  their  writings. 

“The  Valentine”  at  that  time  was  neither  the  gift  nor  the  message,  but  it  was  a  “person.” 
And  so,  when  one  chose  a  “Valentine,”  it  was  to  be  ones’  special  person  for  the  entire  year.  It  was 
not  until  the  eighteenth  century,  when  the  Church  encouraged  people  to  select  a  Saint  as  a  patron, 
that  the  tradition  changed.  Carefully  hand-cut  “devotionals”  were  created  on  parchment  and 
vellum  in  French  monasteries  —  their  delicacy  and  beauty  imitated  hand-crocheted  lace,  and  was  the 
precursor  of  the  wonderful  lace  papers,  which  followed. 

Virtually  every  artistic  technique  has  been  employed  in  the  making  of  Valentines,  from 
the  simplicity  of  handmade  drawings  and  puzzles,  theorem  paintings,  or  folded  and  cut  paper, 
to  the  arts  of  woodblock  printing,  engraving,  aquatint,  fueled  by  the  dynamism  of  the  Industrial 
Revolution,  lithography  and  chromolithography.  Machines  created  cameo-embossed  and  pierced 
lace  designs,  which  became  the  background  for  the  creative  fantasies  of  artisans,  as  well  as  the 
canvas  for  every  poet  and  ardent  suitor.  Frequently,  the  Valentine  became  the  respected  vehicle 
for  a  marriage  proposal,  with  a  ring  of  gilded  paper  or  a  pair  of  paper  gloves  contained  within  its 
pages. 
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(continued  on  next  page) 
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(continued  from  previous  page) 
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Valentines  are  a  unique  chronicle  of  one  of  the  most  important 
aspects  of  society  in  England  and  America  during  the  last  century, 
and  provide  a  fascinadng  window  through  which  we  may  study 
history  and  customs  by  learning  about  the  actual  people.  These 

tender  mementoes  offer  an  insight  we  cannot  glean  from 
mere  texts.  Constrained  by  the  limits  of  commercially 
available  items,  they  often  created  magical  gifts  of 
the  heart.  The  tenderness  and  beauty  contained 
within  each  piece  is  a  special  treasure  to  cherish.  My 
research  indicates  that  coins  were  not  exchanged  before 
valentines  were  popular,  but  they  were  probably  popular 
at  the  same  time,  as  engraved  “coins  of  the  realm,”  as 
marriage  tokens,  or  as  simple  engraved  planchets. 

Tokens  of  Affection”  or  “Tokens  of  Love”  are  the  sentimental  terms 
we  have  come  to  apply  to  all  the  lovely  things  people  have  given  to  one  another 
over  the  centuries  to  express  friendship,  esteem,  recognition,  merit,  and  especially 
love.  These  endearing  gifts  could  be  called  “Valentines”  when  given  near  February 
the  holiday  commemorating  the  patron  Saint  of  lovers,  but  similar  tokens  were  often 
given  to  dear  ones  throughout  the  year. 

Among  the  more  interesting  love  tokens  are  the  scrimshaw  items  made  by  19th 
century  sailors  on  their  whaling  voyages  —  who  cold  deny  the  ivory  corset  busk  as  the 
ultimate  love  token  —  close  to  the  heart  and  constant  reminder!  Welsh  Love  Spoons,  shell 
objects  d’art,  glass  rolling  pins,  jewelry  of  all  manner,  sewing  tools  and  pincushions,  knitting 
sheaths,  boxes  made  form  paper,  wood  or  fine  enamel...  the  list  seems  endless.  Adorned 
with  the  familiar  motifs  of  love,  these  all  became  treasured  possessions  in  every  stratum  of 
society,  and  their  importance  as  a  social  chronicle  is  gradually  being  recognized.  These  very 
real  objects,  given  within  the  bonds  of  love,  are  the  most  personal  communication  between 
two  people  and  reveal  how  similar  we  all  are.  The  tiny  woven  paper  hearts  and  hands  adorned 
with  a  Lover’s  Knot  of  carefully  woven  hair,  speak  volumes  about  the  maker,  and  the 
recipient,  and  must  undeniably  be  called  “love  tokens.” 

As  the  passionate  collector  of  all  these  love  tokens,  it  is  my  hope  that  you  will  see  in 
them  the  special  qualities  I  envision,  and  that  you,  too,  will  share  the  celebration  of  love  and 
friendship  every  day  of  the  year.  Whether  we  look  at  them  in  a  frame  or  case,  or  wear  them 
for  our  personal  pleasure,  they  are  a  living  history,  all  speaking  a  common  language  —  love. 
Among  all  my  treasures,  my  special  love  token  is  a  gold  coin  bearing  an  unknown  beloved’s 
intertwined  initials  and  the  date  1887,  a  love  token  from  my  husband,  which  I  will  forever 
wear  around  my  neck. 


Newsletter  layout  &  design 
Cindy  Jeffrey 
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Love  Token  Society  Website: 
http://lovetokensociety.  1 1 0mb.com/ 
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Seller:  David  Jerdee  2631  Westview  Lane  NW,  Rochester,  MN  55901 
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COIN  SALES 


Ordering  Love  Tokens 

Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 

263  I  Westview  Lane  NW 
Rochester,  MN  55901 
email:  omahal898@peoplepc.com 
507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

up  to  $  50  -  add  $3.85 
up  to  $  1 00  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $  1 50  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 
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Puerto  Rican  Coins  Part  3 


“47th  Regt.  N.Y.V.  Pto.  Ricol898”-  “love  token”  over  10-cent  Puerto  Paean  coin 
(Efrain  Archil  la  Die%  Collection) 

This  piece,  engraved  on  the  backside  of  a  Puerto  Rican  ten  (10)  cent  coin, 
shows  more  information  than  the  previous  one.  It  is  clear  that  is  some  kind 
of  memoir  from  a  member  of  the  47th  Regiment  of  volunteers  stationed 
at  New  York  and  who  was  part  of  the  islands  invasion  in  1898  during  the 
Latin-American  War.  The  welding  residue  in  the  middle  of  the  front  part 
of  coin,  it  may  indicate  it  was  used  as  a  button  or  as  a  “yunta”  common 
uses  for  this  provincial  coins  after  being  demonetized.  New  York’s  47th 
Regiment  arrived  at  Ponce  from  the  Manito  Ship  on  October  1 5th’ ,  1 898. 
They  shipped  out  on  October  22nd  going  towards  San  Juan  leaving  units 
behind  in  Arroyo,  Humacao,  Vieques  and  Fajardo.  The  rest  of  the  troops 
camped  at  the  San  Cristobal  Fort,  where  they  were  sent  to  keep  order  in 
some  other  areas  of  the  island.  The  Regiment  left  the  island  to  the  Linked 
Stated  in  March,  1899.  This  piece  has  to  be  a  memoir  of  one  of  the  New 
Yorkers  stay  at  the  island. 

(continued  on  page  4) 
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General  Funds 

Biilance  As  Of  February  5,  2009 

Receipts 

Member  Dues  5687.50 

Book  Sale  (1)  34.00 

Total  Receipts  5721.50  5721.50 

Subtotal 

Expenses 

Ck#  1540  Robert  Newhouse  322.62 
Ck#  1541  USPS  Invoices  1 3.68 
Total  Expenses  5336.30  5336.30 

Balance  As  Of  April  6,  2010 

Book  sale  Escrow  Fund 
Balance  Available  to  LTS 

Permanent  Fund  Captital  One  Bank,  Denham  Springs,  LA 


$4,340.34 


$5,0614.84 


$4,725.54 

-5610.00 

$4,055.54 

$1,418.00 
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TOTAL  Love  Token  Society  Funds 


NEW  MEMBERS 
2045  Deborah  T.  Lowery 
Charlotte,  NC 


$5,473.54 


Secretary!  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


Notes  From  The  Secretary  /  Treasurer  -  Sid  Gale 

Annual  Dues 

Annual  Dues  are  due  January  1 ,  2010.  I  request  you  send  your  $12.50  dues  when  you  receive  this  Newsletter.  Dues  for 
many  of  you  have  already  been  paid.  If  you  are  not  sure  about  yours  call  225-664-07 1 8  or  email  me  at  sidgale@cox. 
net.  Send  payment  to:  Sid  Gale,  P.O.  Box  2351,  Denham  Springs,  La.  70727.  Thankyou  —  it  saves 
a  lot  of  time  and  postage. 

Books  For  Sale 

I  still  have  some  of  Tloyd  Entenmann’s  book ,  ‘Eove  Tokens  as  Engraved  Coins”  for  sale.  One  book  will  be  made 
available  to  current  members  of  the  Eove  Token  Society  at  a  special price  -  $34.00 postpaid.  Please  call 225-664-071 8 
to  order  one. 


As  people  learn  that  I  collect  love  tokens,  and  as  they  learn  ABOUT  them,  they  ask  me  to  find  certain  initials. 
These  are  some  that  I’m  looking  for:  AAK,  AAL,  CJB,  WHT,  VPC,  MLP,  RRM,  SAM,  TBM  —  or  just  the  first 
and  last  letters.  Ernie  Turnes  ( contact  info  on  front  page) 


Newsletter  layout  &  design 
Cindy  Jeffrey 
15850  Galilee  Rd.  Olsburg,  KS  66520 
cinraney@ksu.edu 


Love  Token  Society  Website: 
http://lovetokensociety.l  1 0mb.com/ 
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Lt.  Dixon’s  Gold  Piece 
Roy  Combs 

The  Numismatist,  March  2010 


Its  a  story  that  incorporates  the  best  elements  of  fiction 
And  with  the  addition  of  a  gold  coin,  it’s  one  that 
appeals  to  numismatists  as  well. 

During  the  1860s,  confederate  submarines 
were  developed  by  Horace  L. 

Hunley,  a  successful  New  Orleans 
businessman.  His  objective  was 
to  devise  a  means  to  sink  Yankee 
ships  that  were  blockading 
Southern  ports.  The  $25,000  cost 
of  the  first  submarine,  the  Pioneer, 
was  financed  by  Hunley,  Manes 
McClintock  and  Baxter  Watson. 

The  Pioneer  was  moderately 
successful  in  its  trial  runs,  but 
eventually  it  was  scuttled  in  Lake 
Pontchartrain,  New  Orleans,  to 
prevent  its  capture  by  advancing 
Union  troops. 

The  three  men  then 
relocated  to  Mobile,  Alabama, 

where  they  joined  with  machinists  to  produce  the  second 
submarine.  American  Diver  also  had  successful  trial  runs, 
but  sank  in  the  mouth  of  Mobile  Bay  during  a  storm. 

The  third  submarine,  christened  the  C.S.S.H.L. 
Hunley,  was  captained  by  its  namesake.  ON  October  1 5, 

1 863,  during  a  mock  attack,  the  sub  sank.  Hunley  and 
seven  crew  members  lost 
their  lives.  However,  the 
Confederate  Navy  salvaged 
the  vessel  and  returned  it  to 
service. 

The  Hunley  was 
shipped  to  Charleston,  South  T 

i 

Carolina,  with  a  directive  to 
attack  Yankee  ships  that  were 
blocking  the  city’s  harbor. 

Lieutenant  George  E.  Dixon 
requested  permission  to  take 
command  of  the  sub  and, 
after  training  with  a  new 
crew,  he  was  ready  for  action. 

Dixon’s  girlfriend, 

Queenie  Bennett,  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  had  given  him 
a  U.S.  $20  gold  coin  for  good  luck  prior  to  his  service 
on  the  Hunley.  On  April  16,  1862,  at  the  Battle  of 
Shiloh,  Dixon  was  struck  by  a  Yankee’s  bullet,  which 
miraculously  was  deflected  by  the  gold  coin  in  this 


A  Maria  Jacobsen,  senior  archaeologist  for  the  Hunley 
Project,  holds  the  $20  gold  coin  she  found  during  the 
Hunley' s  salvage.  The  coin  was  given  to  Confederate  Lieu¬ 
tenant  George  Dixon  to  protect  him  from  harm.  The  reverse 
of  the  deformed  coin  clearly  bears  the  four  lines  of  cursive 
script  that  Dixon  had  engraved  on  the  piece. 


A  The  H.L.  Hunley,  shown  here  in  a  1902  sketch,  was  the 
first  submarine  to  destroy  an  enemy  ship.  The  Confederate 
sub,  along  with  its  crew  and  a  special  gold  coin,  sank  after 
attacking  the  Union  supply  ship  Housatonic. 


trouser  pocket.  The  impact  reportedly  left  the 
coin  bent  and  the  bullet  embedded.  Dixon 
later  had  the  piece  engraved  SHILOH./ 

APRIL  6th  1862/MY  LIFE  PRESERVER/ 

G.E.D.  (Dixon’s  initials). 

On  February  17, 

1864,  Dixon  and  his 
Hunley  crew  attacked 
the  Union  supply  ship, 

U.S.S.  Housatonic  and 
planted  a  torpedo  in  its 
hull.  The  torpedo  was 
detonated  as  the  sub 
moved  away,  sending  the 
Housatonic  to  the  bottom 
of  the  sea  in  a  matter  of 
minutes.  Although  the 
Hunley  became  the  first 
submarine  to  successfully 
sink  an  enemy  warship,  it 
mysteriously  disappeared, 
along  with  its  eight-member  crew. 

What  happened  to  the  Hunley  is  a 
matter  of  debate.  The  submarine’s  low  oxygen 
levels  may  have  led  to  confusions  and  poor  judgement,  or 
the  torpedo  may  hae  detonated  before  the  Hunley  could 
retreat  to  a  safe  distance. 

In  2000,  the  sub  was 
raised.  During  its  salvage, 
Dixon’s  gold  coin,  deeply 
indented  and  showing  traces 
of  lead,  was  discovered  net 
to  his  remains.  The  coin’s 
reverse  clearly  showed  the 
aforementioned  inscription. 
Unfortunately,  it  had  failed  to 
protect  Dixon  a  second  time. 

The  Hunley  is  on 
display  at  the  Warren  Lasch 
Conservation  Center  in 
Charleston,  but  the  gold 
coin  has  been  moved  to  an 
undisclosed  location.  The 
remains  of  the  Hunley's  crew 
are  interred  in  Charleston’s  Magnolia  Cemetery.  To  learn 
more,  visit  www.hunley.org. 
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“CHW  ”  —  “love  token”  over  a  twenty-cent  Puerto  Rican  coin 
(Efrain  Archilla  Die%  Collectiion 

Monograms  or  initials  are  the  most  common  engravings  found  in  “love  tokens”.  Moreover, 
we  had  pointed  out  before  how  the  Seated  Liberty  type  dimes  were  the  most  commonly  used. 
In  this  case  we  have  a  (20)  twenty-cent  provincial  coin,  equal  to  the  si2e  of  a  North  American 
quarter.  This  makes  it  a  special  piece.  Three  (3)  letter  monograms  were  more  common  than 
two  (2)  or  one  (1)  letter  ones.  Of  course,  unless  complementary  information  is  added,  it  would 
be  very  if  not  impossible  to  determine  the  origin  of  the  initials.  In  this  case  it  could  be  six  (6) 
possible  combinations:  CWH,  CHW,  WCH,  WHC,  HCW  and  HWC.  The  piercing  centered 
on  the  top  part  of  the  monogram  makes  evident  that  this  piece  was  utilized  as  a  pendant.  It 
was  a  common  practice  to  present  as  a  gift  this  type  of  pieces  with  names,  initials,  or  thoughts 
to  a  loved  one  that  would  use  it  regularly  as  a  form  of  decoration  or  earring.  Last,  we  have 
to  emphasize  on  the  beautiful  graphic  quality  of  the  initials  which  points  to  a  highly  skillful 
artisan  in  the  art  of  metal  engraving:  most  definitely  a  professional  jeweler  or  a  silversmith. 


(to  be  continued  in  next  issue) 


NOTICE: 

The  Love  Token  society  has  recently  been  informed  of  the  death  of 
Agnes  Alones.  She  was  a  long-time  member  of  the  society,  and  an  active 
participant  in  the  activities  of  A.N.A.  Our  heartfelt  condolences  go  out  to 
Vincent  Alones,  her  husband,  who  will  be  assuming  her  membership  num¬ 
ber  of  658.  Agnes  will  be  missed  as  a  loyal  member  of  our  organization. 
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Seller:  David  Jerdee  2631  Westview  Lane  NW,  Rochester,  MN  55901 
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Ordering  Love  Tokens 

Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 

263  I  Westview  Lane  NW 
Rochester,  MN  55901 
email:  omahal898@peoplepc.com 
507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

up  to  $  50  -  add  $3.85 
up  to  $  1 00  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $  1 50  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 


ove 
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“Memory  July  26th,  1898”  —  “love  token  ”  over  a  forty -cent  Puerto  Rican  coin 
Efrain  Archil  la  Die%  Collection 

This  piece  is  absolutely  one  of  the  prime  jewels  of  Archilla-Diez  “love 
tokens”  collections,  for  many  reasons.  First,  we  are  talking  about  a  (40)  forty- 
cent  Puerto  Rican  coin,  which  makes  it  extremely  scarce  due  to  its  superficial 
mint.  Also,  judging  by  its  adverse  side,  this  piece  didn’t  circulate  for  a  long  time 
therefore,  it  shows  a  high  condition  known  as  “extra  fine”  in  numismatic  terms. 
Third,  the  engraved  date  on  the  reverse  side  of  the  coin  is  of  great  impact  and 
interest  in  Puerto  Rican  history  (July  26th,  1898).  It  is  the  second  day  of  the 
arrival  and  invasion  of  American  troops  to  the  Guanica  Bay  (July  25th,  1898). 

According  to  the  Latin-American  War  chronology,  between  the  hours 
of  9  pm  on  the  25th  and  10  am  on  the  26th  of  July  military  conflicts  took  place 
between  North  American  troops  commanded  by  Garretson  and  Spanish  troops 
guided  by  Colonel  Puig.  These  battles  took  place  in  a  town  called  Susua  Baja 
in  Yauco.  The  Spanish  troops  had  3  losses  and  7  wounded,  wTiile  the  North 
American  troops  only  5  wounded.  Following  orders  Colonel  Puig  was  forced 

(continued  on  page  3) 
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Checkbook  Balance 

April  8,  2010 

Receipts 

Member  Dues 

$312.50 

Total  Receipts 

$312.50 

Expenses 

Subtotal 

CK#  1542  Bob  Newhouse 

Kinko’s 

$98.66 

Graphic  Design 

$75.00 

Stamps 

$88.00 

Misc  Postage 

$5.90 

Total  Expenses 

$267.56 

$6,240.56 


$312.50 


$6,553.06 


$267.56 


Checkbook  Balance 


June  8,  2010 


$6,285.50 


The  amount  above  includes 
$1418.00  Life  member  Dues 

New  Members 

2046John  Wilkerson 
Schoharie,  NY 

2047Barbara  Durin 
Rolla  MO 


Secretary  /  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


318Samuel  L.  Smith  Has  Rejoined 

Kendall,  FL 

Annual  Dues 

Annual  Dues  are  due  January  1,  2010.  I  request  you  send  your  $12.50  dues  when  you  receive  this  Newsletter  Dues  for  many 
of  you  have  already  been  paid.  If  you  are  not  sure  about  yours  call  225-664-07 18  or  email  me  at  sidgale@cox.net.  Send 
payment  to:  Sid  Gale,  P.O.  Box  2351,  Denham  Springs,  La.  70727.  T hank  you  —  it  saves  a  lot  of  time  and 
postage. 


Books  For  Sale 

I  still  have  some  of  Tloyd  Entenmann’s  book ,  “Love  Tokens  as  Engraved  Coins” for  sale.  One  book  will  be  made  available  to 
current  members  of  the  Love  Token  Society  at  a  special price  -  $34.00 postpaid.  Please  call  225-664-0718  to  order  one. 


As  people  learn  that  1  collect  love  tokens,  and  as  they  learn  ABOUT  them,  they  ask  me  to  find  certain  initials. 
These  are  some  that  I’m  looking  for:  AAK,  AAL,  CJB,  WHT,  VPC,  MLP,  RRM,  SAM,  TBM  —  or  just  the  first 
and  last  letters.  Ernie  Turnes  ( contact  info  on  front  page) 

Russ  Frank  is  looking  to  purchase  any  love  tokens  or  engraving  on  a  Columbian  Exposition  Half  Dollar  host 
coin.  Contact  Russ  Frank  at  106  WaldenbrookCt,  Cary,  NC  27513-1701  or  rcfrank@nc.rr.com  or  919-475- 
6570 
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to  withdraw  to  the  town  of  Yauco  they  went  back 
Arecibo  going  through  the  towns  of  Penuelas  and 
Adjuntas. 

But  the  most  enigmatic  detail  of  this  piece 
is  that  is  was  written  is  Spanish.  If  this  piece  would 
it  belong  to  an  American  soldier  in  remembrance  of 
the  military  conflict  it  would  have  it  being  written  in 
English.  On  the  other  hand,  a  soldier  of  the  Spanish 
side  could  have  written  it  to  remember  the  conflict. 
However,  the  provincial  silver  coins  at  that  time  of 
(July  1898)  were  still  circulating  which  would  make 
the  mutilation  of  a  40-cent  coin  very  rare.  Another 
option  could  it  be  that  an  American  soldier  ordered 
one  as  a  keepsake  in  a  new  and  exotic  language.  Or 
maybe  it  didn’t  have  anything  to  do  with  any  of 
those  military  events  and  the  date  was  simply  the 
commemoration  of  a  birth  or  a  wedding  or  another 
memorable  event.  But,  then  again  it  would  be  very 
unlikely  to  mutilate  a  coin  that  is  worth  a  full  day  of 
work  in  that  time  period  (towards  the  ending  of  the 
XIX  century  a  common  Puerto  Rican  worker  earned 
about  50-cents  a  day). 

In  this  case,  a  visit  our  colleague  Efrain’s 
“gossip”  column  brings  a  significant  piece  of 
information  to  help  to  solve  this  riddle.  Archilla 
acquired  this  piece  in  2001.  In  notes  he  publish  that 
year,  he  says:  “In  an  internet  auction  celebrated  in  Spain, 
we  got  a  very  exciting  piece  from  Puerto  Rico  associated  with 
the  Latin  American  War from  1898.  It  is  a  40  forty-cent 
provincial  coin  from  1 896,  with  a  welded  ring  to  use  it  as  a 


medal;  the  adverse  side  was  in  great  condition 
and  the  reverse  was  purposely  worn  out  to  writ 
the  inscription  MEMORY  26  JULY  1898. . . 

Guanicas  invasion  was  the  25th  of  July,  for 
which  this  piece  most  to 

Commemorate  an  event  happened  that  next  day, 
probably  the  arrival  of  the  North  American 
troops  to  Ponce  or  Yauco,  but  we  hadn  ’/  have  the 
time  to  investigate  any  further,  so  we  will  keep 
informing”. 

Just  the  fact  that  Archilla 
acquired  this  piece  in  “Spain  thru  an 
online  auction”  which  leads  to  the  fact 
that  possibly  the  coin  was  commissioned 
by  a  veteran  or  an  active  duty  Spanish 
soldier,  as  a  token  for  participating  on 
the  military  events  of  1 898,  particularly 
July  26'  It  would  be  almost  impossible 
to  find  a  private  object  or  a  piece 
of  jewelry  in  Spain  belonging  to  an 
American  soldier.  We  most  point  out 
that  the  welded  ring  on  the  center  of 
coin  is  evidence  that  it  was  used  as  a 
pendant  or  as  part  of  a  bracelet  or  key 
chain.  In  Archilla’s  citation  he  pints 
out  the  same  ring  and  believes  it  could 
off  being  used  as  a  medal.  This  would  have  been  in 
harmony  with  the  idea  that  this  piece  belonged  to  a 
Spanish  soldier.  Last,  the  engraving,  although  well 
centered  is  somewhat  rustic  which  indicates  this  piece 
Spontaneity.  (part  5  continued  in  next  issue) 
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Who  Was  Emma  ETucker? 

Ernie  Turnes  evturnes@juno.com 

Knowing  that  I’m  a  collector,  a  friend  and  fellow  Myrtle  Beach  Coin  Club  member  sold  me  an  engraved  1884 
Morgan  dollar  that  he  had  had  for  years.  (It  was  one  of  four  love  tokens  that  he  showed  me.  One  was  a  gift  and  he  told 
me  to  set  the  prices  on  the  other  three.) 

The  Morgan  dollar  was  a  little  unusual  in  that  it  was  not  smoothed  but  engraved  from  coin  edge  to  edge  over 
the  eagle  on  the  reverse.  The  engraving  (unlike  any  in  Lloyd  Entenmann’s  book)  was  very  difficult  to  read,  not  because 
of  the  style,  but  because  the  coin  was  very  dark.  In  addition,  its  grade  was  About  Uncirculated,  so  the  engraved  letters 
and  numbers  blended  with  the  lines  of  the  eagle.  The  inscription,  now  easier  to  read  because  I  dipped  the  coin,  reads: 

“Emma  F  Tucker 
Nov  4th  84” 

I  did  some  on-line  research  but  have  not  been  able  to  discover  anything  (for  sure)  about  Ms.  Tucker.  W  ith 
the  “Nov  4th  84”  and  the  coin  being  an  1884, 1  had  to  figure  that  the  date  was  when  she  was  born  or  died  or  perhaps 
both.  I  did  find  an  Emma  F.  Tucker,  who  was  born  on  Jan.  31,  1880  and  died  September  5,  1955.  She  is  buried  in  the 
Whites  Chapel  Church  of  Christ  Cemetery  in  Fayette  County,  Alabama.  If  the  engraving  was  about  her,  what  was  the 
significance  of  the  date? 

Any  help  with  learning  about  “Emma  F  Tucker/Nov  4th  84”  would  be  appreciated.  Ernie  Turnes 
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Jerry  Cestkdwski 

The  Numismatist  -  February  20  1  □ 
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If  hen  it  comes  to  love  and  numismatics,  some 
couples  simply  are  “mint”  to  be. 
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Recently,  my  friend.  Bob, 
showed  me  his  collection  of  love 
tokens,  which  are  coins  that  have  been 
smoothed  on  one  side  and  engraved 
anew.  While  the  inscriptions  vary 
from  simple  monograms  to  elaborate 
sentiments,  the  intent  invariably  is  to 
express  one’s  adoration  for  another. 

Love  tokens  convey  greater  commitment 
than  a  paper  valendne,  but  not  quite  as 
much  as  a  tattoo  or  a  marriage  license. 

The  tokens  themselves 
represent  varying  levels  of  amorous 
investment,  depending  on  the 
denomination  of  the  coin  and  the 
message.  A  penny  with  a  Post-it® 
note  is  at  the  low  end  of  the  scale, 
while  a  monogrammed  1 933  double 
eagle  suggests  a  very  high  level  of 
commitment  indeed. 

The  smallest  example  in  my 
friend’s  collection  is  a  silver  3-cent  piece  inscribed 
“Will  you  be  my  Valentine?”  The  largest  is  a  Morgan 
silver  cartwheel  with  “You  put  the  ‘doll’  in  dollar.” 
There’s  also  a  quarter  that  reads  “We  are  like  two  bits,” 
and  a  dime  with  “We  are  bound  together  like  fasces.” 

Some  world  coins  were  used  as  tiny,  blank 
canvases  as  well.  One  is  a  British  piece  inscribed  with 
“Pound  for  pound,  you  are  the  best!”  Another  is  a 
French  coin  with  “Francly,  I  love  you.”  Finally,  one 
from  South  Korea  reads  “We  are  Seoul  mates.” 

Usually  men  give  love  tokens  to  women, 
but  occasionally  the  opposite  is  true.  Inscriptions 
like  “Mow  the  lawn”  and  “You  snored  all  night”  are 
obvious  examples,  as  is  “What  were  you  thinking?” 

A  message  engraved  on  the  back  of  a  widow’s  mite  is 
bad  news,  no  matter  what  it  says. 

Many  love  tokens  are  more  than  a  century 
old,  although  some  are  of  more  recent  vintage.  You 
can  order  them  from  a  variety  of  sources,  or  you  can 
make  your  own.  Ideally,  your  love  interest  is  named 
Susan  B.  Anthony,  Rose  E.  Veit  or  Stella,  in  which 


case  no  alteration  will  be  needed.  Or  you  might 
find  it  more  economical  and  efficient  to  carry  a 
roll  of  factory-made  tokens  with  50  of  the  most 
common  female  names.  However,  don’t  go  ultra¬ 
cheap  with  a  generic  token  that  says  “I  love  (your 
name  here).” 

If  you’re  thinking  of  handcrafting  your 
own  pieces,  follow  some  basic  rules.  Don’t  use 
the  backs  of  peep-show  entry  tokens,  brothel 
storecards  or  rabies  tags.  Eschew  risque  messages 
like  “If  I  said  you  had  a  beautiful  body,  would  you 
hold  it  against  me?”  Avoid  being  brusque  or  rude. 
Avid  the  bizarre,  like  a  10-cent  piece  inscribed 
with  “I’m  talking  to  you  on  your  dime.”  Above 
all,  no  Eisenhower  dollars  that  say  “Ike  ant  stop 
loving  you.” 

As  fare  as  monograms  go,  avoid  those 
that  look  like  the  initials  of  another  love  interest 
when  viewed  upside-down.  Also,  no  monograms 
in  general  for  gals  named  Debra  Ida  Moore, 
Brenda  Ursula  McGee  or  Paula  Irene  Nora 
Heather  Edith  Ann  Dobson.  A  silver  Pine 
Tree  shilling  with  “U+I”  carved  into  the  tiny, 
evergreen  trunk  always  is  a  safe  bet. 

The  last  few  pieces  d’amour  my  friend 
Bob  showed  me  were  error  tokens.  He  has  a 
nickel  with  “You  compete  me”  and  a  large  cent 
with  “You  make  me  want  to  be  a  bitter  man.” 
There  also  are  two  state  quarter  blunders:  “Iowa 
lot  to  you”  on  the  reverse  of  a  New  York  quarter 
and  “You  are  my  Maine  squeeze”  on  a  Utah 
quarter.  Occasionally,  an  existing  error  coin  is 
made  into  a  love  token,  with  an  inscription  such 
as  “Can’t  spell  CUD  without  ‘U’”  or  “Love  is  in 
the  error.”  If  you  are  considering  going  this  route, 
avid  sexist  varieties  like  “broadstruck”  in  favor  of 
more  romantic-sounding  ones  like  “brockage.” 

I  found  my  friend’s  assortment 
fascinating,  so  much  so  that  I  have  decided  to 
give  a  love  token  to  my  beloved  wife.  I  hope  Bob 

doesn’t  notice  his  collection  is  short  one  piece. 
reprinted  with  permission:  Jerry  Cestkou’ksi,  cesfkon 'ski@money. or^ 
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Seller:  David  Jerdee  2631  Westview  Lane  NW,  Rochester,  MN  55901 
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Ordering  Love  Tokens 

Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 

263  I  Westview  Lane  NW 
Rochester,  MN  55901 
email:  omahal898@peoplepc.com 
507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

up  to  $  50  -  add  $3.85 
up  to  $  1 00  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $  1 50  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 


Keep  Cook 
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“FROM  WLS  TO  HIS  Porto  Rico  July  28  Oct  11  1898” 

“love  token  ”  over  Puerto  Rican  dollar 
(Efrain  Archilla  Dle%  Collection) 

No  doubt,  this  magnificent  piece  is  the  only  one  that  fulfills  the  true 
definition  of  a  “love  token”.  According  to  its  definition  a  “love  token”  is  a  out 
of  circuladon  coin  that  has  been  altered  to  engrave  a  love  message  to  be  given 
as  a  keepsake  or  as  a  gift  to  a  loved  one.  More  commonly  used  as  gifts  between 
couples  to  commemorate  wedding  dates,  engagement  dates  or  just  as  a  love 
token. 

In  this  case,  the  hostess  coin  is  a  Puerto  Rican  provincial  one-dollar 
coin  from  1895,  which  adverse  has  been  worn  out  to  serve  as  the  surface  for 
a  beaudful  and  elaborate  design.  Due  to  this  coins  large  size  the  jeweler  went 
all  out  and  used  different  type  of  decorations  and  graphic  designs,  he  even 
used  four  different  types  of  letter  styles  to  engrave  a  love  message  as  a  gift 
“FROM  WLS  TO  HIS”  The  delicate  cursive  letters  point  to  be  a  gift  of  some 
sort  from  a  gendeman  to  his  lady,  maybe  husband  and  wife  (the  last  initial  S  is 
the  same  in  both,  which  could  point  to  the  husbands  last  name).  The  bottom 
part  of  the  coin  identifies  the  island  of  PORTO  RICO,  and  the  dates  from  July 

(continued  on  page  3) 
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Love  Token  Society  Financial 
Report 


General  Funds 


Checkbook  Balance 

June  8,  2010 

Receipts 

Member  Dues 

$12.50 

Total  Receipts 

Subtotal 

$12.50 

Expenses 

CK#  1542  BobNewhouse 

Kinko’s 

$75.74 

Graphic  Design 

$75.00 

Stamps 

$132.00 

Misc  Postage 

$3.16 

Total  Expenses 

$285.90 

Checkbook  Balance 

August  2,  2010 

$6,285.50 


$12.50 


$6,298.00 


$285.90 


$6,012.10 


The  amount  above  includes 
$1418.00  Life  member  Dues 


Secretary /  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


Annual  Dues 

Annual  Dues  are  due  January  1 ,  2010.  1  request  you  send  your  $1 2.50  dues  when  you  receive  this  Newsletter.  Dues  for  many 
of  you  have  already  been  paid.  If  you  are  not  sure  about  yours  call  225-664-071 8  or  email  me  at  sidgale@cox.net.  Send 
payment  to:  Sid  Gale,  P.O.  Box  2351,  Denham  Springs,  La.  70727 .  Thank  you  —  it  saves  a  lot  of  time  and 
postage. 


Books  For  Sale 

I  still  have  some  of  Tloyd  Entenmann’s  book ,  ‘Tore  Tokens  as  Engraved  Coins” for  sale.  One  book  will  be  made  available  to 
current  members  of  the  Love  Token  Society  at  a  special  price  -  $34. 00  postpaid.  Please  call  225-664-07 1 8  to  order  one. 


Notes  From  The  Secretary  /  Treasurer 

According  to  our  by-laws  the  time  for  Election  of 
Officers  is  rapidly  approaching. 

Please  submit  nominations  for  President.  Vice 
President.  Secretary  /  Treasurer  to  Sid  Gale 
(225-664-0718  or  sidgale@cox.net)  no  later  than 
September  10,  2010.  Also,  if  you  are  personally 
interested  in  any  of  the  positions  please  notify  Sid. 
Sid  will  compile  the  nominations  and  submit  the 
slate  to  the  members  via  the  October  Love  Letter. 

The  results  of  the  election  will  published  in 
the  December  newsletter. 
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( continued  from  page  1 ) 

28th  to  October  11th.  The  year  (1998)  appears  divided  in  two  parts,  going  towards  the  center  of 
the  message.  The  message  seems  decorated  with  different  types  of  graphic  designs  including  a 
decorative  trimming  bordering  the  perimeter  of  the  coin. 

The  date  in  question  is  presented  as  a  time  period  between  the  28th  of  July  and  the  11th  of 
October  of  1898.  This  could  well  be,  the  length  of  a  North  American  soldiers  stay  in  the  island 
during  the  98’  conflict.  According  to  the  historic  chronology  American  troops  disembarked  on  the 
Ponce  harbor  in  the  28th  of  July  3  days  after  arriving  to  the  shores  of  the  Guanica  Bay.  By  October 
1 1th  the  armistice  had  been  enforced  and  the  local  military  order  was  being  organized  while  peace 
negotiations  were  being  held  in  Paris.  This  piece  is  a  beautiful  and  unique  example  of  a  romantic 
gift,  a  memory  of  a  loved  one,  when  Puerto  Rico  was  at  its  most  dramatic  days  that  definitely 
marked  the  history  and  future  of  our  nation. 

Conclusion 

The  coins  that  we  had  reviewed,  from  the  Archilla— Diez  collection,  are  an  extraordinary 
example  of  the  nuministic  role  as  histories  aid  (function  that  Efrain  repeatedly  indicated  in  his 
notes).  Also,  in  addition  to  its  historic  importance  of  a  normal  coin  through  its  alteration  in  this 
case  as  “love  tokens”  it  becomes  an  artifact  susceptible  to  other  cultural  uses.  New  uses  are 
-  keepsakes,  love  expressions,  registries,  dates,  messages,  and  decorations  -  provide  many  levels 
of  information  of  other  historical  events  like  social  and  cultural  practices  that  reflect  the  life  and 
culture  of  the  time  period.  In  actuality,  these  pieces  belong  to  private  collections  of  many  Puerto 
Rican  nuministic.  We  hope  that  you  have  enjoyed  this  small  article  and  that  it  helps  future  studies 
to  document  the  existence  of  these  interesting  pieces  of  our  national  “exonumia.” 
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I  Finally  Found  a  PET 

Ernie  Turnes 


It  was  a  long  time  coming,  but  I  finally  acquired  a  v^§ 

“real”  love  token  with  my  wife’s  three  initials  (PET). 

The  coin  is  a  US  seated  quarter  with  the  initials 

overlapped.  All  the  letters  are  the  same  size  and  style  with  none  prominent,  so  you  could  make  a  case  for  any 
sequence.  The  coin  has  a  nice  border  and  an  intricately  engraved  background. 

I  say  “real”  love  token  because  a  friend  had  one  made  for  me  a  few  years  ago.  It’s  on  an  old  English 
three  pence  but  with  new,  machine  engraving.  I  have  love  tokens  with  many  family  names  and  initials 
(including  a  few  PTs),  but  this  is  the  first  with  those  three  letters. 

I  suspect  that  you  agree  that  the  search  for  a  specific  piece  is  a  good  bit  ot  the  fun. 
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The  host  coin  of  the  ring  is  a  1913  $2.50 
Indian  gold  coin.  The  initials  JGM  are 
engraved  on  the  outside.  The  G  in  the 
center  is  larger  so  I  assume  the  initials 
are  JMG 


1  have  been  collecting  Love  Tokens  for  approximately  17  years.  I  was  fortunate  in  that 
1  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  Lloyd  Entenmann  during  the  1993  FUN  show  in  Orlando.  I  had 
only  five  or  six  love  tokens  at  the  time.  He  guided  me  to  the  right  dealers  and  by  the  end  of  that 
show  I  had  about  40  more.  Later,  I  assisted  him  in  the  Love  Token  Society  booth  at  more  than 
six  FUN  shows  and  several  ANA  shows. 

Commencing  with  my  second  FUN  show  I  started  exhibiting  Love  Tokens.  I  have 
enjoyed  exhibiting  very  much  and  encourage  all  of  you  to  do  it  at  your  local  shows  first  and  then 
ANA  and  FLIN.  My  focus  on  exhibiting  caused  me  to  look  for  exceptionally  nice  quality  pieces 
(flash)  and  the  unusual.  My  greatest  thrill  exhibiting  was  to  walk  up  to  my  display  cases  and 
see  oily  finger  smudges  on  the  glass  above  my  favorite  pieces.  It  demonstrated  that  the  viewers 
loved  and  appreciated  them  also.  Exhibiting  is  a  way  to  “share”  your  collection  with  others  and 
introduce  them  to  our  hobby. 

Another  way  to  share  is  to  write  about  some  of  the  love  tokens  in  our  collections.  I 
intend  to  write  several  articles  for  the  Love  Letter  on  subjects  that  I  have  not  seen  much  written 
about  over  the  years.  This  one  is  about  Love  Token  Rings. 

Why  rings?  Well,  I  checked  Lloyds’  book,  “Love  Tokens  as  Engraved  Coins”  and  noted 
that  he  did  not  mention  them.  He  wrote  about  English  Copper  coins  that  were  hammered  into 
a  ring  but  said  nothing  that  I  could  find  about  ring  jewelry  that  people  could  wear.  For  some 
reason,  I  have  been  fascinated  with  rings  beginning  with  the  first  one  I  found. 

They  are  far  and  few  between.  I  have  only  seven  —  five  silver  and  two  gold.  The  silver 
ones  were  all  made  from  silver  dimes.  A  jeweler  has  cut  just  inside  and  parallel  to  the  rim  all  the 
way  around  to  create  the  “band.”  The  reeded  edges  are  evident  on  all  of  them.  The  cut  out  parts 
have  been  reworked  and  engraved  on.  A  hole  has  been  drilled  and  the  engraved  coin  parts  have 
been  attached  to  the  band  with  jump  rings. 

Below  is  a  picture  of  three  of  the  silver  rings.  The  details  of  the  engravings  are  difficult 
to  see  in  the  picture  but  it  does  provide  an  idea  of  what  they  look  like.  If  you  have  any  rings  in 
your  collection  I  sure  would  like  to  hear  about  them  -  and  maybe  see  them  in  a  future  article. 

Sid  Gale 
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seller:  David  Jerdee  2631  Westview  Lane  NW,  Rochester,  MN  55901 
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I  Love  Token  Society  Newsletter 

Letter 

Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 


5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


COIN  SALES 


Ordering  Love  Tokens 

Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 

263  I  Westview  Lane  NW 
Rochester,  MN  55901 
email:  omahal898@peoplepc.com 
507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

up  to  $  50  -  add  $3.85 
up  to  $  1 00  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $  1 50  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 


By  Carol  Bastable 
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Rarity  Part  1 


For  Centuries  silver  has  been  valued  as  a  precious  metal.  In  the  United  States, 
the  most  valuable  coins  were  stuck  in  gold,  but  silver  was  the  runner  up  followed  by 
copper.  Nickel  did  not  make  its  debut  until  the  1 860’s.  Historically  silver  was  valued 
at  thirty  to  one  in  relation  with  gold.  Meaning  that  thirty  ounces  of  silver  was  roughly 
the  equivalent  to  the  value  of  one  ounce  of  gold.  Seated  liberty  dimes  fluctuated  in 
weight  due  to  changing  metal  prices.  These  weight  changes  were  annotated  with  a 
minor  design  change,  placing  arrows  at  the  date.  It  has  only  been  relatively  recent 
that  silver  has  gotten  out  of  sync  with  gold  values.  So  much  so  that  some  people 
even  view  sterling  jewelry  as  costume  jewelry. 

At  one  time  sterling  was  the  preferred  metal  in  which  to  set  diamonds.  Silver 
was  commonly  used  in  jewelry  during  the  Georgian  period  (1714-1837).  Diamond 
studded  pieces  made  from  silver  were  only  backed  with  a  thin  sheet  of  gold  and 
a  few  incorporated  additional  yellow  gold  elements  in  the  frontal  design.  Earlier 
Renaissance  and  Baroque  jewelry  also  combined  gold  and  sterling  elements  with 
enamel  and  colored  gemstones.  From  our  perspective  this  seems  a  bit  odd.  Why 
would  sterling  be  predominately  used  for  setting  diamonds?  Well  the  answer  lies  in 
chemistry. 
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PRESIDENT 

VICE  PRESIDENT 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

LOVE  LETTER  EDITOR 

Ask  Miss  Love  Token 

Pat  Hammond 

Ernie  Turnes 

Sid  Gale 

Robert  C.  Newhouse 

PO.  Box  12471 

3 1 69  Bayhaven  Dr. 

RO.  Box  2351 

5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 

MISSLOVETOKEN@ 

VERIZON.NET 

Albany,  NY  12212 

Myrtle  Beach,  SC  29579 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 

Manhattan,  KS  66503 

(518)  765-4206 

(843)  903-1223 

(225)  664-0718 

(785)  539-1831 

phammond4@ 

nycap.rr.com 

evturnes@juno.com 

sidgale@cox.net 

rcn@ksu.edu 

Love  Token  Society  Financial 
Report 


j 

< 

□ 

z 

< 

z 

Li. 


General  Funds 

Checkbook  Balance  August  2,  201 0 

Receipts 

Member  Dues 
Book  Sale 

Total  Receipts 

Subtotal 


Expenses 

Total  Expenses 

Checkbook  Balance 

The  amount  above  includes 
$1418.00  Life  member  Dues 

New  Members 


CK#  1544  Bob  Newhouse 
Kinko’s 

Graphic  Design 
Misc  Postage 
CK#  1545  USPS 


October  2,  2010 


$6,012.10 


$50.00 

$60.00 

$110.00  $110.00 


$6,122.10 


$89.72 

$75.00 

$1.90 

$2.50 

$169.12  $169.12 


$5,952.98 


2048  Brian  Ostro 

New  Port  Richey,  FL 


Secretary  /  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 

Notes  from  Secretary/Treasurer: 

1.  Election  of  Officers: 

Ernie  Turnes  has  been  nominated  to  serve  as  President.  Carols  Bastable  (Miss  Love  Token)  has  been 
nominated  to  serve  as  Vice  President.  There  were  no  nominadons  for  Secretary  /  Treasurer.  Sid  Gale  has 
agreed  to  serve  for  one  more  year. 

The  slate  for  consideration  is  as  follows: 

President:  Ernie  Turnes 

Vice  President:  Carol  Bastable 

Secretary/Treasuer:  Sid  Gale 


Please  vote/concur  with  the  slate  or  provide  an  alternate  name  to  Sid  Gale  by  November  15th.  The  results 
will  be  reported  in  the  December  LL. 


2.  FUN  Show  -  Tampa  Florida  January  6  —  9,  201 1 .  The  Love  Token  Society  will  have  a  meeting  on 
Friday  (Jan  7)  from  3:00-4:30  PM.  Please  let  Sid  Gale  (225-664-0718)  know  if  you  are  planning  to  attend. 
He  will  submit  a  note  concerning  the  meeting  in  the  December  LL. 

3.  Annual  Dues:  Dues  for  201 1  will  continue  to  be  $12.50.  If  “2011”  appears  on  your  address  label  your 
dues  are  due  January  1,  2011.  If  another  year  appears  your  dues  are  not  payable  until  the  first  of  that  year. 
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The  formula  tor  white  gold  was  not  discovered  until  circa  1910  and  a  white  metal  was  needed  to 
enhance  the  color  of  diamonds.  Yellow  gold  makes  diamonds  appear  more  yellow,  especially  if  the  a 
stone  already  has  yellow  undertones.  During  the  Edwardian  period  (1900-1920),  there  was  a  switch 
to  platinum  and  that  too  was  backed  with  yellow  gold.  Platinum  was  new  in  the  jewelry  market  and 
the  metal  had  not  yet  established  itself  as  a  valuable  metal.  Strangely  enough  there  is  a  return  now  to 
sterling  diamond  jewelry,  but  only  as  an  affordable  solution  to  the  run  away  gold  prices. 

During  the  Mid  and  Late  Victorian  period  (1860-1901),  silver  was  a  popular  metal  for  jewelry. 

Solid  gold  jewelry  tended  to  be  daintier  in  size  than  that  of  sterling.  Of  course  the  very  wealthy 
upper  class  could  afford  larger  gold  items.  Coins  being  readily  available,  were  an  ideal  source  to  use 
for  jewelry.  In  their  purest  form  they  were  shaved  down  and  engraved,  making  the  love  token.  There 
were  others  that  melted  coins  and  used  them  for  castings.  In  the  1 800’s  it  was  not  unusual  to  have 
silverware  marked  coin,  an  abbreviation  for  coin  silver. 

Even  nickels  used  to  be  made  from  silver,  except  that  they  were  called  half  dimes.  They  were 
half  the  weight  of  a  dime  and  made  from  the  same  .900  tine  silver.  The  Shield  nickel  (composition 
nickel  and  copper)  made  its  debut  in  1 866  and  circulated  side  by  side  with  half  dimes  until  1 873,  when 
the  half  dime  was  phased  out.  Some  can  confuse  this  other  white  metal  with  the  look  of  silver  and 
having  the  misnomer  of  German  silver  does  not  help  either.  What  is  referred  to  as  German  silver  is 
nothing  more  than  nickel  and  contains  no  silver  at  all. 

In  the  1870’s  and  1880’s, there  was  a  fashion  craze  involving  Japanese  styles  referred  to  as 
japonaiserie.  This  accounts  for  the  circular  fan  design  on  love  tokens  as  well  as  a  recurring  beach 
scene  design  with  a  man,  in  a  triangular  Asian  hat,  holding  hands  with  a  woman.  What  is  even  more 
interesting  is  the  metals  technique  of  damascene,  a  raised  design  of  gold  and  silver  bonded  to  another 
metal.  Historically,  this  technique  goes  back  to  the  embellishment  of  Samurai  swords.  In  jewelry, 
yellow  and  rose  gold  designs  were  inlaid  on  top  of  sterling.  As  for  love  tokens,  many  mixed  metal 
combinations  were  used  such  as  a  copper  coin  with  raised  silver,  a  silver  coin  with  tricolor  or  plain 
yellow  gold  details,  and  tricolor  gold  on  top  of  a  yellow  gold  coin. 

By  the  1 890’s,  the  middle  classes  had  begun  to  look  down  on  silver  and  it  was  not  the  status  symbol  that  it 
had  been.  It  became  increasingly  more  affordable  for  the  masses  and  was  shunned  by  the  middle  and  upper  classes. 
Gold  had  become  the  favored  metal  and  love  tokens  had  fallen  in  popularity  as  well.  This  marked  the  coming 
of  the  end  for  love  tokens  and  the  allure  silver  had  once  had.  Carol  Castable 


Id 

□ 

Q 

h 

(il 

>- 

I 

K 

Id 

> 

Id 

J 

01 

Id 

I 

h 


Ld 

J 

DQ 

l 

in 

< 

m 

j 

□ 

a 

< 

u 


THOUGHTS  FROM  SID  GALE 

I  have  been  collecting  and  studying  love  tokens  for  close  to  20  years  now  and  have  thoroughly  enjoyed  them.  I 
am  sure  that  each  of  you  has  done  the  same.  Now  what?  What  do  we  do  with  our  collections  now? 

I  suggest  that  “WE”  each  do  our  best  to  document  what  we  have  learned  and  attempt  to  pass  the  information 
on  to  our  fellow  collectors  and  the  love  toke  collectors  of  the  future.  Simultaneously  we  can  provide  Bob  Newhouse 
with  fresh  material  and  strive  to  make  the  Love  Letter  a  source  document  in  the  future. 

Suggested  articles  could  be:  20th  Century  Type  Sets  of  Love  Tokens,  Denomination  Sets,  i.e.  Indian  Cents,  Dies 
1837-1916,  Quarters  1827-1916,  Gold  Love  Tokens,  Foreign  Love  Tokens,  Hebrew  Love  Tokens,  Overlays,  Inset  with 
Stones,  Enameled,  Cut  Outs,  and  Jewelry  such  as  Chatelaines’,  Necklaces,  Belt  Buckles,  Rings,  Sweater  Guards,  Stick 
Pins,  Hat  Pins,  Brooch,  Watch  Fob,  Cuff  Links,  etc. 

Are  you  interested?  We  can  write  individual  articles  or  work  together  and  as  a  group  to  share  our  knowledge  on 
a  subject,  I  would  suggest  beginning  with  Lloyd  Entenneman’s  interpretation  as  written  in  his  book,  but  then  expand  it 
with  pictures  and  other  information  or  thoughts  that  you  have.  We  can  comment  and  add  additional  information  to  each 
others’  articles. 

I  hope  that  we  can  create  some  well-documented  articles  on  all  of  the  subjects  above  and  more. 

Each  of  you  has  collections  and  has  taken  the  time  to  exhibit  some  of  it  at  shows  in  the  past.  I  am  quite  sure 
there  is  a  lot  of  “hidden”  knowledge  and  talent  within  our  membership. 
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We  all  know  that  love  tokens  are  often  difficult  to  find.  But  how  do  we  define  a  love  token’s 
rarity?  Each  one  is  hand-made,  so  each  one  is  unique  because  of  the  engraving.  But  what  else 
determines  a  piece’s  rarity?  And  is  a  love  token  worth  more  because  the  host  coin  is  rare?  This 
article  covers  rarity7  of  the  host  coin. 

1  started  working  on  a  love  token  “type  set”  in  January  1993.  The  following  year  I  decided 
to  assemble  a  complete  year  set  of  dimes,  from  1837  through  1916.  (This  would  be  a  total  of 
86  Liberty7  Seated  and  Barber  dimes  because  mint  marks  wouldn’t  be  a  factor.)  Here  it  is  17 
years  later  and  I  still  need  two  of  the  Half  Cents  and  a  Saint  Gaudens  $20.00  gold  piece  to 
complete  the  type  set.  I  am  also  missing  four  dimes  (1844,  1846,  1909,  and  1915)  in  my  date 
set. 

Of  course  there  are  some  pieces  that  I  would  like  to  “upgrade”  by  finding  the  host  coin 
with  a  nicer  engraving,  but  my  concern  today  is  finding  the  four  missing  dimes  and  the  St 
Gaudens  $20.00.  After  searching  through  literally  thousands  of  love  tokens  why  haven’t  1 
found  these?  I  don’t  know  for  sure,  but  I  can  offer  a  few  ideas  for  your  consideration. 

Love  tokens  were  most  popular  during  the  late  1870’s  through  the  early  1890’s.  I  think 
our  own  “Miss  Love  Token”  helped  answer  several  of  my  questions  about  rarity  in  her  article 
published  in  the  October  2007  issue  of  the  Love  Letter.  She  wrote,  “United  States  coins 
were  pulled  from  circulation  to  be  engraved.  Sometimes  a  brand  new  coin  was  used  and 
sometimes  an  older  one  with  20  or  30  years  of  wear  was  used.  Generally,  the  coins  dated  in 
the  1840s  will  always  be  worn  whereas  the  ones  from  the  late  1870s  and  1880s  will  often  be 
XF  and  occasionally  AU  and  possibly  Unc.  These  later  dates  were  engraved  during  the  heyday 
of  love  tokens,  so  brand  new  coins  were  just  entering  circulation  and  were  naturally  in  great 
condition.” 

The  mintage  of  the  1844  dime  was  72,000  and  the  1846  a  mere  31,000.  Combine  that 
with  the  probability  that  only  a  small  percentage  of  them  were  circulating  35  years  later  (and 
therefore  available  to  serve  as  a  love  token)  and  you  can  understand  why  they  are  tough  to 
During  that  35  year  period  most  were  probably  worn  smooth,  lost,  destroyed  or  set  aside  as  a  coin  to 
hold  on  to.  (Miss  Love  Token  is  also  searching  for  the  1846  and  1909  plus  the  1863,  1867  and  1913) 

On  the  other  hand,  consider  these  even  smaller  dime  mintages: 

1879  14,000 

1880  36,000 

1881  24,000 


h 

O' 

< 

QL 

>- 

h 

E 

< 

O' 

z 

u 

* 

□ 

h 

Id 

> 

□ 

J 


find. 


I  have  one  1879,  one  1880  and  four  1881  dimes  in  my  collection.  While  their  mintages  were  low, 
they  were  apparendy  nice,  attractive  dimes,  circulating,  and  available  for  the  engraver  to  use.  I  don’t  think 
many  people  were  collecting  coins  by  date  back  then.  The  mintages  were  smaller  but  they  were  circulating 
when  needed.  (Miss  Love  Token  has  these  three  dates  also) 

Are  those  low-mintage  dates  worth  more?  It  took  me  many  years  to  resolve  the  value  issue.  R.S. 
Yeoman’s  2011  Guide  Book  Of  United  States  Coins  places  these  values  for  these  dimes  graded  Good  and 


Good 

Fine 

1879 

$200 

$400 

1880 

$150 

$350 

1881 

$160 

$375 

“Christmas  1881”  engraved  on  an  1881  Liberty  Seated  Dime. 
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Of  course,  love  tokens  are  considered  to  be  “damaged”  coins,  so  they  wouldn’t  have 
these  values.  I  tound  two  of  the  above  love  tokens  “cherry  picking”  at  dealer  tables  and  was  able 
to  buy  them  for  less  than  $10.00  each.  As  for  the  others,  1  paid  approximately  $50.00  each  for 
them  several  years  ago.  Last  week  Tom  Casper  sent  me  a  closed  Ebay  listing  in  which  an  1880 
Dime  sold  for  $126.65  on  August  18,  2010. 

Miss  Love  Token  made  these  comments  on  this  point,  “Those  rare  dates,  1879-1881  will 
sell  for  a  minimum  of  $50.00  to  seated  dime  collectors  and  more  likely  up  to  $75.00  or  $100.00. 

Compare  them  to  an  AG  or  good  to  arrive  at  a  price.  Many  token  dealers  do  not  look  at  the 
dates  when  pricing.  If  they  have  a  good  coin  background  they  will.  The  higher  prices  are  set  by 
coin  dealers  selling  to  seated  dime  date  collectors.” 

Why  am  I  having  trouble  finding  the  1909  (more  than  13  million  minted)  and  1915  (more 
than  6.5  million)  Barber  dimes?  One  reason  is  that  silver  jewelry  went  out  of  fashion  around 
1890.  Look  through  your  collection  and  separate  your  love  tokens  with  dates  after  the  year  1893. 

You  don’t  have  many,  do  you?  The  Barber  coin  love  tokens  are  harder  to  find  and  Mercury 
dimes  are  extremely  difficult  to  find.  There  were  lots  of  coins  to  engrave  but  little  demand  for 
them  to  be  engraved. 

Engraving  styles  changed  sometime  around  1898  and  hand  engravers  eventually  were  replaced  by 
machine  engraving. 

I  have  learned  that  once  you  know  a  certain  piece  will  be  very  difficult  to  find  you  have 
to  “step  up  and  buy  it  when  you  can”.  If  you  find  a  nicer  one  later,  the  “reject’  will  still  be  good 
trading  material. 

In  the  next  issue,  gold  love  token  rarity  will  be  covered. 

Note:  I  would  like  to  thank  Ernie  Turnes  for  editing  and  proof  reading  this  article  as  well  as  Miss  Lore  Token, 
and  Tom  Casper for  providing  comments  that  provided  additional  views  and  improved  it. 

Sid  Gale 

One  of  Many  Ldve  Tdken  Mysteries 
Ernie  Turnes 

I  suppose  that  just  about  every  love  token  has  some  mystery  about  it.  When  we  see  pieces  with  initials 
or  names  or  dates  or  scenes  we  can  make  some  assumptions,  but  only  imagine  what  the  circumstances  were. 
Who  were  those  people?  Did  they  stay  together?  What  was  the  significance  of  that  date  or  place?  We  know 
we’ll  never  know. 

But  other  love  token  pieces  raise  other  questions.  An  example  is  one  I  recently  won  on  eBay.  It  is 
an  1876  quarter,  neither  side  is  smoothed  and  the  coin  is  well  worn.  (It  would  grade  About  Good.)  Across 
Ms.  Liberty  are  the  script-style  letters  “M.C.P.”  As  you  read  the  initials  the  coin  is  upside  down-nothing 
too  unusual  here.  When  I  looked  at  the  coin  on-line,  I  saw  that  there  is  also  some  engraving  on  the  reverse, 
along  the  bottom  edge,  beneath  the  eagle.  But  I  couldn’t  decipher  what  was  written.  The  lettering  is  small  and 
appeared  well  worn. 

I  bid  low,  and  would  not  have  been  heart-broken  if  I  hadn’t  won  it.  But  I  did  win  it— for  a  whopping 
$5.70,  with  no  shipping  cost. 

When  the  love  token  arrived  in  the  mail  I  was  curious  about  that  reverse-side  engraving.  It  reads 
“Cartage  1-1-96.”  Cartage?  I  “Googled”  the  word  and  found  that  it  means  the  transporting  of  something  in 
a  cart;  the  cost  of  carting.  No  reference  to  the  name  of  a  city  or  town  or  area,  but  the  word  is  in  the  name  of 
several  businesses.  But  these  are  all  from  the  post-love  token  era. 

Is  Cartage  someone’s  name?  Doubtful.  Why  use  just  part  of  a  name?  And  it  doesn’t  sound  like  a 
nickname.  Any  ideas?  Am  I  overlooking  something  obvious?  1  would  like  to  hear  your  thoughts.  Send  a  note 
to  me  (email  and  home  address  on  front  page)  or  to  Bob  Newhouse.  Thanks. 


Oct.  2010  pg.  5 


Seller:  David  Jerdee  2631  Westview  Lane  NW,  Rochester,  MN  55901 


[picture 


Enamel 


picture 
.Ocean 
m  Ship 

w  1887 


J-2 

Emma 

Lighth 


picture 


Enamel 


Ocean 

Ship 


2  Birds 


Werner 


Reinhok 


GB  6p 
Victoria 


1885  ^ WW 
Swiss20c  $25.00 


1883 

Swiss20c  $25.00 


picture 


Masonic 


J-15  Masonic 


picture 


Enamel 

Black 


Enamel 

Blue 


hthouse 
k  an 


issors 

Julia 


Can  10<  Seamstress 
Obv  $45.00 


Weak 


10c  ~ 
blank 


Annie 


Enamel 


icture 


10c 

Castle 


Chattie 


Mama 
Scratched  I 


Emma 


10c 

<1854> 


MINNIE 


Thomas 


Design 


Rough 


RJGf 

1898 


1840's  $15.00 


Smalt.  uniat 


.1851 _ $15.00  1865 

a1^98t5p6UptGpCTOnT*StTOne7 


$18.00 


3or2aa-gaar 


1891 


$12.50 


2  side 


$12.50 


<187?> 


$10.00 


This  page  intentionally  left  blank. 


L 


ove 

«  Lowe  Token  Society  Newsletter 

etter 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 


□  □IN  SALES 


Ordering  Love  Tokens 

Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 

263  I  Westview  Lane  NW 
Rochester,  MN  55901 
email:  omahal898@peoplepc.com 
507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

up  to  $  50  -  add  $3.85 
up  to  $  1 00  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $  1 50  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 


ove 
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Love  Token  Rarity 
Part  2-  Gold 
Sid  Gale 


In  the  last  issue  we  covered  rarity  as  it  relates  to  the  host  coin  made  of 
metals  other  than  gold  (principally  silver  dimes).  What  about  gold  love  tokens? 
Here,  the  purchasing  power  of  the  coin  played  an  important  role.  A  day’s  wages 
was  approximately  $1.50  in  1884.  How  long  did  someone  have  to  work  to  earn 
$20.00? 

With  gold  love  tokens,  $1.00  gold  love  tokens  are  fairly  common  and  the 
$2.50  Liberty’s  are  not  hard  to  find.  There  are  even  fewer  $3.00  and  $5.00  gold 
coins,  but  they  can  be  found  fairly  easily.  $10.00  gold  love  tokens  are  difficult 
and  the  $20.00  pieces  are  rarely  seen. 

The  large  “investment”  in  the  host  coin  to  make  gold  love  tokens 
resulted  in  fewer  being  made.  Also,  I  suspect  many  gold  love  tokens  were 
melted  down  over  the  years  in  the  bullion  trade.  However,  with  a  little  work  you 
can  find  the  $1.00,  $2.50,  $3.00,  and  $5.00  Liberty’s  because  they  were  available 
during  the  1880’s.  The  $10.00  Liberty’s  are  much  harder  to  find  and  you  might 
find  a  Liberty  $20.00  gold  love  token  on  the  floor  of  a  major  coin  show;  but, 
they  are  very,  very  few  and  far  between. 

By  the  time  the  Indian  series  of  gold  coins  was  introduced  (1907)  the 
love  token  fad  was  over.  This  whole  series  is  difficult.  The  $2.50  can  be  found 
with  luck  and  persistence  but  the  $5.00  and  $10.00  Indians  are  rarely  found.  I 
have  seen  only  one  St  Gaudens  $20.00. 

What  are  they  worth?  Most  of  us  determine  the  bullion  value  of 
the  host  coin  as  a  starting  price  for  negotiations.  You  can  determine  the 
approximate  bullion  value  by  multiplying  the  net  weight  pure  gold  as  listed  in 
Yeoman’s  Guidebook  by  the  price  of  gold. 

continued  on  page  3 
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Financial  Statement 


Love  Token  Society  Financial  Report 


General  Funds 
Checkbook  Balance 
Receipts 

Member  Dues 
Book  Sale 
Total  Receipts 


October  2,  2010 

$137.50 
$1 11.08 

$248.58  $248.58 


Subtotal 


$6,201.56 


Expenses  CK#  1546  Robert  Newhouse 


Kinko's 

$120.00 

Graphic  Design 

$75.00 

Stamps 

$132.00 

Misc  Postage 

$2.24 

LL  251  expenses: 

CK#  1547  FUN  Dues 

$15.00 

CK#  1548  USPS 

$8.15 

CK#  1549  Sid  Gale 
Book  Sale  -  Ebay/Postage  $  13.53 
Total  Expenses  $365.92 

Checkbook  Balance  December  3,  20 10 

The  amount  above  includes  $1418.00  Life  member  Dues 

and  $774.00  Book  Sales 


$5,952.98 


$5,835.64 

Secretary /  Treasurer 
Sid  Gale 


New  Members 

2049  Rodnev  R.  Capron  XT  +  r-  o  *  ,  T 

J  y  Notes  From  The  Secretary  /  Treasurer 

Greeley.  CO 


2050  Elizabeth  Me  Rorie 
Charlotte,  NC 

205 1  Nancy  Eaves 
Metairie,  LA 


1 .  Election  Of  Officers:  Ernie  Tumes  has  been  elected  to 
serve  as  President  and  Carol  Bastable  (Miss  Love  Token) 
has  been  elected  to  serve  as  Vice  President.  Sid  Gale  will 
serve  as  Secretary  /  Treasurer. 


2052  Elle  Pyle 
Washington  D.C. 

2053  Nick  Pyle 
Washington  D.C. 


2.  Annual  Dues:  Dues  for  2011  are  $12.50.  If  "20 11” 
appears  on  your  address  label  your  dues  are  due  January 
1 ,  20 1 1 .  If  another  year  appears  your  dues  are  not  payable 
until  the  first  of  that  year. 
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Denomination 

Net  Weight 

$800  oz 

$1000oz 

1250oz 

$1.00 

.  04837  oz 

38 

48 

60 

$2.50 

.  12094  oz 

96 

120 

151 

$3.00 

.  14512  oz 

115 

144 

181 

$5.00 

.24187  oz 

193 

241 

302 

$10.00 

.  48375  oz 

386 

483 

604 

$20.00 

. 96750  oz 

774 

968 

1209 

The  bullion  value  of  a  $3.00  gold  coin  is  $181.00  when  the  price  of  gold  is  $1250.00  per 
oz  ( .14512  x  $1250.00  =  $181.00)  Your  love  token  has  had  some  gold  sanded  and  polished  off 
but  this  is  close  enough  for  an  estimate. 

Love  tokens  are  considered  damaged  coins  and  therefore  have  limited  numismatic 
value.  As  noted  earlier,  many  were  melted  down  for  bullion  over  the  years.  Once  you  know 
their  bullion  value  you  have  to  determine  the  premium  you  are  willing  to  pay  based  on  the 
engraving,  coin  grade,  date,  overall  appearance,  and  other  variables  such  as  enameling,  overlays, 
or  set  stones.  Additionally,  some  love  tokens  were  made  to  commemorate  a  particular  event  or 
recognize  a  particular  person.  Those  may  have  a  significant  “historical  premium”  associated  with 
them. 
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Miss  Love  Token  has  noted  that  the  $1.00  love  token  has  always  had,  “a  higher  premium 
than  the  $2.50  and  the  $5.00,  proportionate  to  their  weights.  You  pay  more  for  the  workmanship 
on  the  $1.00  since  there  is  not  a  tremendous  amount  of  gold  in  it.”  The  $2.50,  $5.00  and  $10.00 
trade  at  a  relatively  small  premium  over  gold  bullion. 

The  $3.00  is  usually  more  expensive  than  the  $5.00  because  of  their  low  mintages.  Miss 
Love  Token  opined.  “The  $3  gold  always  had  a  higher  premium  than  the  $5.  The  rarity  of 
the  $3  is  disproportionate  in  love  tokens  as  compared  to  those  collecting  their  non-engraved 
counterparts.  The  $3’s  have  low  mintages  in  the  Redbook  and  quite  a  few  were  removed  from  circulation 
for  love  tokens.  But  for  gold  love  tokens,  they  had  the  substantial  size  and  look  of  a  $5  love  token  but  at  a 
cheaper  price.  Their  diameter  was  greatly  larger  than  a  $2  1/2,  but  at  a  cost  of  only  50  cents  more.  Hence,  the 
allure  to  use  them  was  great.  If  you  do  the  math  and  calculate  the  price  ratio  in  love  tokens  ($2  1/2,  S3,  and 
$5’s)  and  compare  to  the  price  of  $2  1/2,  $3,  and  $5’s  in  regular  coins,  you  will  see  the  $3  really  does  have  a 
modest  price  difference.  But  keep  in  mind,  that  as  a  love  token,  it  is  not  that  rare.” 

Not  only  are  $20.00  love  tokens  hard  to  find,  their  value  does  not  directly  correlate  with  the  price  of 
bullion.  Sellers  recognize  their  rarity  and  price  them  accordingly. 

Many  dealers  thought  I  was  crazy  at  the  FUN  show  in  1995  when  I  sold  an  MS-60  1904  $20.00  coin 
for  $375  and  then  walked  four  tables  down  and  bought  an  enameled  1904  $20.00  love  token  for  $550.  In  fact, 

I  even  had  moments  when  I  thought  I  had  “lost  it”.  With  time  and  the  higher  gold  prices  I  would  estimate 
it  is  worth  between  $1800.00  and  $2000.00  today  (bullion  $1209.00  +  enamel  +  nice  engraved  border  + 

difficulty  in  locating  one) 

“IRV”  engraved  and  enameled  on  a  1904  $20.00  gold  coin. 

I  have  learned,  when  you  know  what  you  want  —  buy  it  when  you  see  it  if  you  can 
afford  it.  You  may  not  get  a  second  chance. 


Oct.  2010  pg.  J 


cn 

c 

•  W 

~o 

ro 


Vilien  it  comes  to  grading,  you  have  tvvo  options:  send  your  coins  to  a  third-party  service  or 
do  it  yourself.  Shipping  a  com  to  a  grading  service  is  a  lot  like  sending  your  kid  off  to  boarding  school, 
except  your  coin  won’t  charge  nearly  as  many  pizzas  to  your  credit  card.  If  your  coin  flunks  out,  it  will  be 
returned  to  you  in  a  “body  bag.”  (This  usually  is  not  the  case  with  students  w-ho  don’t  make  the  grade,  even 
at  the  toughest  boarding  schools.)  For  an  extra  fee,  some  grading  services  will  return  your  coin  in  a  small 
pine  box,  while  others  offer  discount  cremation. 

If  you  are  a  do-it-yourselfer,  start  with  the  basics.  Grading  is  an  art;  therefore,  you  can  exercise 
artistic  license  when  evaluation  the  condition  of  your  coins.  (You  can  purchase  an  artistic  license  from 
the  same  department  drat  issues  building  permits.)  let’s  say  you  have  a  coin  that  is  thoroughly  pocked  widi 
bagmarks.  If  you  use  the  “Pointillist”  method  of  grading,  the  piece  likely  will  rate  very  high.  If  the  coin’s 
design  elements  are  particularly  mushy,  then  the  “Impressionist”  grading  system  is  the  way  to  go.  And  a 
bent  coin  is  an  ideal  candidate  for  “Surrealist”  grading  (think  Salvador  Dali). 

You  should  always  evaluate  your  coins  in  die  best  possible  light.  For  some,  this  means  direct 
sunlight;  for  others,  stygian  darkness  is  best.  If  you  purchased  the  piece  in  an  arm’s-length  transaction,  you 
are  allowed  to  grade  it  at  arm’s  length  as  well. 

Corns  long  have  been  judged  on  the  amount  of  wear  or  certain  design  elements.  For  example, 
issues  widi  the  wrord  LIBERTY  on  Miss  Liberty’s  headband  must  show7  at  least  three  letters  of  die  wrord  to 

j 

rate  the  grade  Very  Good.  This  particular  practice  is  attributed  to  early  collector  Patrick  Henry,  who  uttered 
the  immortal  phrase,  “Give  me  at  least  three  letters  of  LIBERTY"  or  give  me  deadi!”  However,  nowhere 
in  the  guidelines  does  it  stipulate  whether  legible  letters  from  other  parts  of  the  coin  can  be  brought  into 
play.  For  example,  a  nice,  readable  PLL'RIUS  can  make  up  for  four  missing  letters  of  LIBERTY";  designer’s 
initials  are  another  good  source  of  replacement  letters. 

Here’s  a  few  more  tips;  Learn  to  roll  your  coin  on  its  edge,  which  creates  an  attractive  “cart¬ 
wheel”  effect.  This  not  only  makes  your  piece  look  more  lustrous,  but  also  blurs  any  flaws.Next,  try  “com¬ 
parative  grading.”  Place  your  com  next  to  a  really  beat-up  specimen  and  voila  —  your  coin  is  now  Relatively 
Fine.  You  might  also  develop  your  own  point  system  for  grading.  Award  five  points  if  the  coin  is  round, 
five  points  if  it  has  the  correct  President,  and  so  on. 

If  all  else  fails,  you  can  assign  colorful  descriptors  to  your  coins,  such  as  “puts  the  cent  in  magnificent.”  Finally, 
fell  free  to  use  phrases  like  “for  the  grade,”  as  in,  “This  silver  dollar  has  very7  few  bullet  holes  for  the  grade.” 

Like  your  kids,  coins  earn  more  they  get  a  good  report  card.  Use  your  newfound  knowledge  of  grading  practices 
to  give  your  collection  die  best  chance  of  shining  in  the  real  world.  In  the  meantime,  your  kids  will  have  to  fend  for  them¬ 
selves.  Jerry  Cestkowski,  The  Numismatist,  December  2010 


0) 

(jO 

V_ 

Z5 

£ 


oo 

5 

o 

4— > 
00 
(U 

u 

>N 


6 

Q 


Love  Token  Society  Meeting 

As  you  probably  read  in  our  last  newsletter,  our  club  will  be  having  a  meeting  at  the  FILIN,  show  in  Tampa  on 
Friday,  January  7.  The  officers  and  members  of  die  Florida  United  Numismatists  do  a  great  job  in  putting  on  their  conven¬ 
tion/  show7  Not  sure  wdiere  you’d  be  coming  from,  but  it’s  worth  die  trip. 

With  diis  note  I  invite  you  to  attend  our  meeting.  There  you  will  be  able  to  meet  fellow7  collectors,  discuss  our 
hobby  and  club,  show7  off  some  of  the  pieces  in  your  collection,  help  us  plan  how7  to  improve  die  IJTS,  and  do  some  buy¬ 
ing,  selling  and  trading  with  one  another. 

Date:  Friday,  January  7,  2011 

Time:  3pm-4:30pm 

Place:  F.U.N.  Coin  Show/ Convention 

Room  5,  Tampa  Convention  Center 
333  S.  Franklin  Street 
Tampa,  FL 

Agenda  items:  to  include  financial  state  of  LTS,  installation  of  officers,  “show7  and  tell”,  any  business  related  to  how  to 
improve  the  club,  other  topics  brought  by  members. 

Note:  There  is  no  admission  cost  to  the  F.U.N.  show.  LTS  members  and  guests  are  invited  to  the  LTS  meeting  and  are  wel¬ 
comed.  If  you  have  ideas  about  meeting  topics,  I’d  like  to  hear  from  you  (contact  info  is  on  the  front  page)  I  truly  hope  to 
see  you  there  and  hope  that  someone  can  bring  a  camera...  and  bring  a  friend.  Ernie  Turnes 

1  rice-P resident 
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I  Love  Token  Society  Newsletter 

_etter 


Dr.  Robert  C.  Newhouse 
5840  Tuttle  Cove  Rd. 
Manhattan,  KS  66503 
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COIN  SALES 


Ordering  Love  Tokens 
Please  made  checks  payable  to: 

David  Jerdee 

2631  Westview  Lane  NW 

Rochester,  MN  55901 

email:  omahal  898@peoplepc.com 

507-288-2387 

In  remitting,  please  do  not  forget 
to  include  the  postage  as  follows: 

Orders 

up  to  $  50  -  add  $3.85 
up  to  $  1 00  -  add  $4.50 
up  to  $150  -  add  $5.00 
up  to  $200  -  add  $6.00 
up  to  $300  -  add  $7.50 
up  to  $400  -  add  $8.75 
OVER  $400 -add  $10.25 


